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Share a book... 



Our Recommendations... 

 

 



Why independent reading? 



Our Inspiration: Allington 

 

  



Our Inspiration: Atwell 



Our Inspiration: Miller 



Our Motivation: Students 



and Common Sense 

and Common Sense 



And let’s not forget: CCSS 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.10 

Read and comprehend complex literary and 

informational texts independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/10/
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Structure 



Structure 





Middle School Components 

★access to wide variety of books 
○ then:  

■ tired or nonexistent classroom libraries 

■ traditional school libraries  

○ now: 
■ book drive, grants, PTO, Barnes & Noble events, Scholastic Book 

Fairs, Public Library Book Sale 

■ healthy classroom libraries arranged by genre/interest  

■ school libraries works closely with classroom teacher to support 

purposeful independent reading 

 







Middle School Components 

★routines & procedures (mini-lessons) 
○ reading in workshop 

■ norms & expectations 

■ rules for workshop  

■ system for checking out books 

○ reading outside of workshop - expectation 

○ reading “rights” - yes, you can reread and abandon books 

○ ongoing 

■ sacred once a week independent reading day  

■ reading without obligation while in other cycles 



Student-Created Charts 







Middle School Components  

★student-centered record keeping 
o Reading Log 

o SMART Goals 

o Books to Consider 

o Reading Ladders 

o 40 Book Challenge 

o Rebecca Caudill Program 

o Award-Winning Lists; Genre Lists 

 





Middle School Components 
★ individualized assessment & 

differentiated 1:1 and small group instruction  
○ formative assessments 

■ inventories: attitude, interest, stamina 

■ status of the class cards 

■ SMART goals, reading log, reading ladders, etc. 

 

○ instruction - result of formative assessments  

■ centered around needs and commonalities  

■ transfer from other mini-lessons/re-teaching  

■ 1:1 conference or small groups 

 

 



Middle School Components 
★ individualized assessment & 

differentiated 1:1 and small group instruction  
○ summative assessments 

■ reading response journals 

■ transfer from mini-lessons (i.e. character analysis) 

■ quarterly projects (i.e. book trailers, theme mash-up) 

 

○ self-assessment 

■ end of the quarter self-assessment and reflections 

■ leads into next quarter’s SMART goals 

■ reading ladders; end of the year self-assessment 

 

 





STATUS OF THE CLASS ENTRY CARD 

 

Name: _______________________ Date: _______________ Hour: _____ 

 

Title: _________________________ Author: _________________________ 

 

page I am currently on: ________         minutes read this weekend: ________ 

 

 

3 sentences describing the events of your book so far 

 

 

2 sentences describing the characters/people in your book 

 

 

1 word stating your opinion about the book so far 



High School Structure 

★ traditional 

○ independent reading not part of required English 

curriculum 

○ no choice of texts in English curriculum 

○ English curriculum structure is not workshop 

★ growing program 
○ grassroots 

○ district supported  

○ professional development 

○ beyond English curriculum (Health) 



High School Components 

★building a school wide community of readers 

★access to a wide variety of books 
○ establishing and supporting classroom libraries  

■ building funds, book drive, grants  

■ librarians actively supporting 

★routines & procedures 
○ reading in the classroom 

○ reading outside of the classroom 

 

 







High School Components 

★choice 
○ ranges from full to partial   

○ inventories at beginning and end of semester 

★record keeping 
○ reading logs 

○ 10 minute reading rate 

○ books to consider 

 

 





High School Components 

★assessment 
○ formative - status of the class  

○ reading response journals 

○ end of the semester self-assessments & reflections 

○ inquiry projects (AP and journalism) 

 

★special education classrooms 

 

 

 



Social Media & Digital Components 

★Social Media 
○ classroom twitter accounts with unique hashtags 

○ school and team facebook pages 

★Unit 5 grades 6-9 are 1:1 (laptops) 
○ electronic record keeping 

○ electronic application of skills/strategies using 

independent reading texts 

○ class websites, blogs, book trailers, and chats used to 

promote books 

 



District Supported Resources 

★Book Studies 
○ Igniting a Passion for Reading by Layne  

○ Book Love by Kittle  

★Professional Development Libraries 
○ Book Whisperer by Miller 

○ Reading in the Wild by Miller 

○ In the Middle by Atwell 

○ Reading Ladders by Lesesne 



Recommended Resources 

★Nerdy Book Club blog or follow on 

@nerdybookclub on twitter 

★Professor Nana blog or follow 

@professornana on twitter 

★Twitter chats: #titletalk  #bproots  #engchat 

http://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/
http://professornana.livejournal.com/


Contact Us 

Janel Bolender: bolenderjn@unit5.org 

 

Trish Warner: warnert@unit5.org 
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